What can you do on the day, Joe?
· I can talk about where ideas come from, how I write, the drafting process, how to develop a plot, how I make characters seem real.  I will do this by showing examples of writing, plenty of audience participation, reading extracts and allowing time for questions.

· I can run creative writing workshops to help pupils develop their own writing and storytelling.

· I can inspire and enthuse students.

What can I do, as the leader?

· Read them extracts of my books and check out my website ahead of the visit. (www.boobela.com)
· Help them to prepare really interesting questions to ask.
· Join in with the activities I do on the day, showing you are involved too.  (NB:  A qualified teacher must be present at all times or my public liability insurance is invalidated.)
· It would save time if performance space is ready.  I will need a table to set out things, space for the children to come out when called, and water.
· Do discuss with me anything you’d like me to focus upon, such as dialogue, writing short stories, etc.
· It looks better if you introduce me formally at the beginning of the session.
· It goes without saying you will ensure the children are well behaved and under control.
How many sessions will you do?

Through trial and error I have found the best days go something like this:

Session 1:  9:30 – 10:30 (each session includes 10 minutes question time)

Session 2: 11:00 – 12:00

Lunch (please provide)

Session 3: 1:00 – 2:00

Signing session: 2:00 – 2:30

I can of course be flexible.  I am willing to do 4 shorter sessions of 45 minutes each or two long sessions of 1 and a half hours.  My fee (£ 350 plus travel) is based on the assumption I will have an opportunity to sell my books and that you will circulate details of the visit and the books (which I will provide) to parents beforehand.  I find many children, regardless of their background, value the opportunity to buy a book from a real live author and have it signed.
How many children will you see at a time?

I have done entire year groups for schools with a triple entry.  Given I am usually dealing with years 1, 2, 3 and 4, this should be regarded as the maximum.  Creative writing groups should have a maximum of 25, otherwise it is hard to give individual attention.

Contact details:  Joe Friedman, 41 Buckland Crescent, London NW3 5DJ..

Email:  joeafriedman@gmail.com
Tel:
 020 7722 5077.
